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Since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and the Paris Agreement, governments and business communities
have attached great importance to the development of green and
sustainable financial markets. Last year's COP26 summit in Glasgow
reemphasised the important role of finance in driving and

supporting the transition to carbon neutrality.

Our country highly values SDG implementation and actively
promotes green economic and social development. The Hong
Kong SAR Government is also committed to developing Hong

Kong into a green and sustainable financial hub in the region.

As a non-profit public organisation established by the Hong Kong
Government in 1989, HKQAA has promoted good management
practices, environmental protection and responsible investment for
many years, and has been a pioneer in promoting sustainable
development. In addition to introducing international standards,
HKQAA has developed a series of innovative services to help
industry enhance its performance, such as a sustainability report
verification service, the HKQAA CSR Index and the rating service for

the Hang Seng Corporate Sustainability Index Series.

In 2018, we launched the Green Finance Certification Scheme with
the support of the Hong Kong SAR Government. In 2021, in
alignment with Government strategies and market trends, we
launched the Green and Sustainable Finance Certification Scheme.

We are delighted that the Scheme has received a positive response
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from the industry. Up to now, the total issuance amount for
certified green and sustainable finance exceeded US$35 billion.
Issuers have come from many different sectors including banking,
real estate, public utilities, energy and manufacturing. Green
bonds issued by the Hong Kong SAR Government and the

Shenzhen Municipal Government have also been certified.

In 2021, HKQAA once again held a recognition programme for
green and sustainable finance. The programme aims to encourage
organisations to contribute to the implementation of the SDGs
and support the development of green and sustainable finance in
Hong Kong. It recognises leaders, strategists and organisations
that promote the issuance of green and sustainable financial
instruments. Thirty-six organisations were recognised in 2021,
including banking and financial institutions and corporations from
Hong Kong, mainland China and overseas. Thirty-eight leaders and

66 strategists were given awards.

I would like to express our warmest congratulations to all the
awarded leaders, strategists and organisations. We believe that
their good practices will inspire more enterprises to make an even
greater contribution to environmental protection and social

development.

Looking ahead, HKQAA will continue to create value for
enterprises, helping them improve their competitiveness, address
challenges and seize opportunities. Let's work together to create a

green and sustainable business and investment environment.
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Since its inception, HKQAA has been committed to providing
professional services for the industries and communities to address
diverse challenges with innovative solutions. Through knowledge
sharing and technology transfer, we help organisations improve
their sustainability performance and stay ahead of international

trends.

We actively participate in the development of international and
national standards. By contributing our research knowledge and
experience to sustainability-related standards, we help enhance
the overall performance of the industry. Our experts have been
nominated by the China National Institute of Standardization and
the Innovation and Technology Commission of the HKSAR
Government to take part in the development of ISO international
standards for green debt instruments and sustainable finance. We
were also invited by the National Technical Committee on
Certification and Accreditation of Standardization Administration of
China to join the national standard’s expert drafting groups
developing the audit and certification requirements for
occupational health and safety and anti-bribery management

systems.

We are devoted to promoting sustainable development and
responsible investment through conducting research. We publish
research reports on sustainable financing in China’s Greater Bay
Area and books on sustainable development, green finance and

social responsibility.

Mr Simon Wong Ka Wo, Bss, JP
HRFELE, BBS, AFM+
Deputy Chairman of HKQAA
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We organised an annual HKQAA Symposium, which last year was
titled “Sustainable Finance and Climate Resilience « Hong Kong
2021 The Symposium aims to encourage financial and
commercial organisations to adopt long-term sustainability and
compliance strategies for managing risks and seizing
opportunities. We were honoured to have the Chief Executive of
the HKSAR, Ms Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor, as the officiating
guest, and the Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury, Mr
Christopher Hui Ching-yu, and the Under Secretary for the

Environment, Mr Tse Chin-wan, as special guests.

In this flagship international symposium, leaders and experts from
various organisations shared their insights into the latest trends.
Speakers represented the United Nations Environment
Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP Fl), the Task Force on
Climate-Related Financial Disclosures (TCFD), the Principles for
Responsible Investment (PRI), Hong Kong Monetary Authority,
Hong Kong Financial Services Development Council, the
International Finance Corporation, the World Bank Group, the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the Hong
Kong financial sector. During the Symposium, HKQAA announced
the results of the Hong Kong Green and Sustainable Finance
Awards. The awardees shared their good practice, inspiring more

enterprises to adopt the concept of sustainability.

We believe that these knowledge sharing and technical exchange
activities will encourage more organisations to enhance their
knowledge and drive continuous improvement. By leveraging
their advantages and professional capabilities, they can bring
more benefits to society and the economy, thereby moving

towards a sustainable future.
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On behalf of HKQAA, I would like to congratulate the organisations,
leaders and strategists given awards in the Hong Kong Green and
Sustainable Finance Awards 2021. They have made good use of
green and sustainability related financial instruments to encourage
more capital flows towards environmental protection and social
development. They have enhanced the reputation and
competitiveness of their organisation, and promoted the
sustainable development of the economy, environment and
society. Their good practice will motivate more industry members

to follow suit.

The pandemic has made us rethink the importance of sustainable
development. Governments are aiming to reshape society in a
sustainable way when they formulate recovery policies and
measures. As part of this trend, visionary leaders increasingly
develop management and investment strategies to handle
sustainability risks, meet legal requirements, practice social
responsibility and achieve long-lasting success. They are willing to
utilise their competitive edge and resources to contribute to

sustainable development and address climate change.

As a pioneer in promoting sustainability, HKQAA will take the lead
to develop and launch a series of new initiatives in 2022 to align
with the Government’s climate change strategies. These include
the Net-Zero Certificate, the Climate Risk Management Index and
the TCFD Reporting Index, as well as training and registration

services for green and sustainable finance talent. Our goal is to

Dr Michael P. H. Lam

Chief Executive Officer of HKQAA
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assist financial institutions and other organisations to fulfil
regulatory requirements and demonstrate their progress and
achievements in reducing carbon emissions and addressing

climate risks.

In addition, we plan to give back to society by establishing a
user-friendly knowledge sharing platform online, namely the
“LightShare”. This will support enterprises, chambers of commerce,
associations, educational institutions and social welfare
organisations in their capacity building and talent development
efforts. The platform will also help finance and other sectors to
promote sustainable finance and TCFD reporting, and the
management of carbon emissions and climate risk. Additionally, it
will help social enterprises and social welfare organisations
support disadvantaged groups, and assist those in need to acquire
new skills and re-enter the job market, thereby bolstering COVID

resilience and recovery in our city.

Under the new normal, HKQAA is committed to developing more
innovative and professional services to cope with market and
societal needs. Our ultimate goal is to join hands with various
sectors to solve their problems and build a more resilient and

sustainable world for everyone.
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